
     As we resume our study of the forgiven woman who delighted herself in the Lord in Lk 7:36-50, it 
might be helpful to consider the setting.  
  
     We are not told why Simon the Pharisee invited our Lord to dine in his home but it is quite likely that 
Jesus had preached in the synagogue and that he had received such an invitation as this was the custom 
extended to traveling rabbis.  From the entirety of the biblical account, we can also surmise that Simon 
had other less admirable reasons.  In those days, the homes of the affluent were constructed around 
central courtyards in which formal meals were served.  On such occasions, the doors of the home were 
kept open, and the uninvited townspeople were free to wander in and out to observe the affair and to 
listen to the conversation.  It was into this setting that the woman made her captivating appearance.  
One of the many notable characteristics she demonstrates is that of boldness.  That her actions display a 
commendable fearlessness is beyond debate, doubt or denial.  Her conspicuous boldness stands out in 
sheer contrast with the pathetic complacency of Simon the Pharisee, the host of this special occasion.  
  
     In first place, she was not intimidated by the location of the event.  This feast was held at the home of 
a notable Pharisee, that is, of an officially appointed and recognized religious leader of the Jews, one 
whose duty included, among others, the responsibility to lead the people of God in the truth of God and 
to the Truth that is God, that is, to God’s appointed Messiah.  The fact that the dinner was held at his 
home firmly suggests that many distinguished social, religious and even political leaders of Israel would 
have been in attendance.  This would be the equivalent of our contemporary black tie affair which 
would have been attended by an elite group comprising the who’s who list of first century Jerusalem. 
 
     However, this woman was completely oblivious to the presence of both the distinguished guests and 
the common onlookers.  She was not seeking to be offensive or disrespectful; she calmly displayed a 
delightful  defiance of all the prevailing customs and conventions of her day.  She is to be regarded as a 
charming iconoclast who was driven by concerns and ideals that soared much higher than the levels 
marked out by contemporary religion and by the existing status quo. 
  
     Expectantly, she drew the attention of the onlookers and, the text says, especially that of the host, 
Simon, who silently and cowardly expressed his self-righteous contempt for her and for the Lord Jesus 
Christ whose official credentials Simon disputed, v. 39.  However, this woman was specially compelled to 
pursue her goal regardless of the stern looks, disapproving comments and contemptuous remarks she 
was attracting.  What was this compulsion?  She delighted in the Lord Jesus Christ!  Thus, she entered 
this crowd which for the most part consisted of the upper crust of Jewish culture, determined to have 
her way and very confident in what she was doing.  In full view of those of high and low estate, she 
bowed very low, stooping down to the one who had stooped down to her depraved level to exalt her in 
His own righteousness.  She had a total and exclusive focus on Christ inasmuch as she had placed her 
total and exclusive reliance upon him for salvation.  In other words, she approached the Lord Jesus with 
a holy boldness that came upon her when our Lord forgave her sins.  At that time she was made a new 
creature, 2 Cor 5:17, one whose filthy garments of sin were removed, whose iniquity was taken away, 
and who was clothed with the pure vestments of Christ’s righteousness, Zech 3:4.  Her boldness derived 
from the assurance of her salvation by Christ Jesus our Lord.    
  
     At our next meeting, God willing, we will continue our examination of the boldness of this woman 
who was forgiven by our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 


